Causes & Prevention of War

THE ANGLO FRENCH SEVEN YEARS WAR, 1756- 1763

. BACKGROUND TO WAR
A. Mercantilism The European powers scranbled for specie (gold) to pay
nercenari es, hence for trade surpluses, hence for enpire.
B. A worldw de Angl o-French contest for enpire. This contest saw Angl o- French
clashes in the Caribbean, South Asia, Wst Africa, and North Anerica.

C. The inconplete partition of the world. Wo owned the Chio valley region in
North Anerica? This hadn't been deci ded.

D. Mlitary facts: The British navy was tw ce the strength of the French navy, but
France had far the stronger arny.

E. Chronol ogy:

1. During 1752-53 France destroyed a British fort in the Chio Valley, and
built two forts of its own there.

2. During 1753-54 Britain sent three expeditions to the Chio Valley to eject
the French. Al three failed.

3. Inearly 1755 Britain sent two battalions under Braddock to America to
eject the French fromthe Chio Valley. The British claimed Braddock's
instructions were purely defensive.

4, In May 1755 France countered by sending six battalions to America.

5. In June 1755 Britain's Admral Boscawen tried
to intercept these six French battalions off Newfoundl and.

6. Britain and France halted negotiations and war erupted, May 18, 1756.

F. This was a war of illusions. Three types of misperceptions to | ook for:

1. O one's own and the other's conduct and intentions.

2. O the other's likely response to one's own acts. Conpliance with
threats and subm ssion to puni shnent was expected, but defiance was
elicited.

3. O the value of the stakes in dispute. This value was greatly
exaggerated by British and French | eaders.

11. CAUSES OF THE SEVEN YEARS WAR
A.  Msperceptions (do these constitute a Jervisian spiral ?)
1. Britain msperceived:
a. The nature of the status quo -- "Chio belongs to us!"
-- Virginia Governor Dinwi ddie described the Chio Valley as "British
property" in comuni ques to London (naki ng the French "invaders of
British property" in one of his comuniques). But Chio wasn't
British--its ownershi p was undet er m ned.
b. French conduct--Britain exaggerated the aggressiveness of French
behavi or.
- - Dnwiddie told London "the French have invaded East of the
Al | eghani es!" (but they hadn't).
- - Massachusetts Governor Shirley told London "the French have
i nvaded Massachusetts!" (but they hadn't).
- - Dnwiddie told London "the French are planning a general invasion
of British North Anerica!" (but they weren't).
- - Donwiddie wote London that the French were attacking "the forces
of this Dominion" in the Chio Valley (but these forces were Chio
Conpany nercenaries, not British government troops). 1In his
di spat ches the Chi o Conpany fort-builders became "our people" and
the fort was "our fort," wongly inplying that they were British
gover nnent personnel and property.
c. British conduct--Britain underestimated the aggressiveness of its own
behavi or.
- - Dnwiddie failed to report his own fort-building in the Chio
Val | ey.
- - Dnwiddie failed to report his collaboration with Indians
fighting against the French in the Chio Valley.
2. France suffered simlar msperceptions, though we know fewer details.




3. Additional beliefs and m sperceptions (which ones grew fromthose above?):

a. Both sides saw the other as very expansioni st.

b. Both sides thought a tough policy would persuade the other side to back
down. In fact the other counter-escal ated in response.

i. Britain thought France would not counter Braddock's 2-
battal i on depl oynent. But France did, with 6 battalions.

ii. France thought Britain would not counter its 6-battalion
depl oynent. But Britain did, with Boscawen's naval attack on
t hat depl oynent.

c. Both sides were reluctant to negotiate, because:

i. They thought the other would take their willingness to talk
as a sign of weakness.

ii. They thought concessions would injure their credibility.

Piii. They thought negotiations were pointless, wouldn't succeed.

However, without tal ks m sperceptions on both sides went undi scovered.

d. Britain exaggerated the value of the stakes at issue. Britain thought
that by beating France it coul d consolidate control over North America.
In fact Britain's victory cost it North Arerica. Wth the French
threat to the English North American col onies renoved, the English
colonists felt less reliant on London's protection, hence less willing
to tolerate rule fromLondon. Hence they rebelled in 1775-1776.
Washington et al. stick it to the Redcoats.

B. Non-settlenment of disputes: the gaps in the Treaty of Ai x-la-Chapelle (1748).
C.  Four windows of opportunity or vulnerability:

a. Britain saw a waning British worldwi de military advantage over France.
British | eaders thought Britain was better prepared for war than France
but al so saw France building up its fleet.

b. France saw British power growi ng. The French saw Britain naking
alliances on the European continent (e.g., with Spain) and expanding
into the Chio Valley.

c. The British deployment of Braddock's 2 battalions to North Anerica in
wi nter 1755 caused France to perceive a tactical w ndow "we mnust
depl oy offsetting forces to North Anerica before a war starts and
Britain closes the seas; we can't do it later."

d. The subsequent French 6-battalion deploynent to North Amrerica on
di sarned French warshi ps created dual British w ndows of opportunity
and vulnerability: "we have a fleeting opportunity to destroy a third
of the French fleet," and "if we don't strike the French will gain
mlitary superiority in North America!"

Note: windows 'c' and 'd'" were unwitting products of governnent decisions.

E. Conpetition for control of curnulative resources; also, conpetition for
security.
F. Expectation of a cheap, limted war.

I11. QUTCOVE: BRITAIN WNS WAR ---> BRITAIN LOSES I TS AMERI CAN COLONI ES (HVWW . . .
DON T YQU HATE | T WHEN THAT HAPPENS?)

V. ESCALATI ON OF THE SEVEN YEARS WAR
British leaders tried hard tolimt the war to North America, but failed.



