17.42 // Causes and Prevention of War

COURSE OVERVI EW

. COURSE QUESTI ONS
-- What causes war? |Including: wars of the past, present, and future.
-- How can war best be prevented?
--We focus on interstate war. |f there were nore to read on civil war we
woul d cover it in nore depth, but the civil war literature is very thin.

I1.  EXI STING LI TERATURE: | T LEAVES THE WAR MYSTERY ONLY PARTLY SOLVED

I11. |DEAS OF THE COURSE: FAM LI ES OF HYPOTHESES
A. Mlitary factors: e.g., arns as war cause and di sarnmanent as sol ution;
"crisis instability" and the "security dilemm" as war causes;
di sarmanent as a solution to war.
B. M sperception: false optimsm nationalist nythnaking;, etc.
C. Diplomatic/foreign policy bungles & blunders.

V. CLASS M SSI ONS
A. Explaining historical cases: nmking/testing theories of war's causes;
maki ng prescriptions. How can war be prevented?
B. Sharing thoughts on writing.

V. 7 CASES EXPLORED: World wWar |, World War 11, Korea, Vietnam Seven Years
War, Crinea, Pel oponnesian War.

VI. GRADES AND REQUI REMENTS
A. Background required: none. Students with zero history background are
wel come. We start fromthe beginning.
B. Requirenents.
C. Discussion sections start next week. Debates on responsibility for the
two world wars are featured.

VI1. SOCI AL SCI ENCE AND THE CAUSES OF WAR
A. Testing social science theories.
1. Observation v. experinentation.
2. Large-n (statistical) nethod v. case study nethod.
B. Criticisns of social "science."

1. "Accidents drive history--'butterflies cause hurricanes' in
hi story--hence general theories cannot explain nmuch." Annie
Oakl ey's crucial role in history.

2. "Each historical event is unique; hence generalization is futile,
even misleading." Inplied: politics has no |aws of notion.

3. "Human will defeats our effort to generalize about human conduct.
Once we know what people will do, they'll change their mnds."

4, "Social data is bad, hence social science has no reliable enpirical
basis."

5. "Social science nmethods are gendered/bi ased. "





